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This is an online English language course. An examination of Bible art as expressed in
works of art made by Jews, for Jews, or about Jews in the Middle Ages, mostly in
illuminated manuscripts. The textual background and the artistic means illustrating them
will be examined and contemporary art history literature describing both general and
specific Bible scenes will be discussed. After introductory material, the courses will follow
the Biblical cycle.
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Students will develop historical appreciation of the depiction of biblical scenes,
recognition of the imaginary, fantastic, and grotesque. They will build awareness of
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symbolic levels of meaning and iconography, with an emphasis on Biblical scenes and
Medieval Jewish-Christian relations.



They will analyze them in the context of previous art from antiquity, contemporary
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Students will engage directly with images of Medieval Jewish Art and analysis of them.

Medieval Christian Art, subsequent Jewish art, and textual sources, including Bible and
Midrash.
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Online image libraries and iconographic databases will be utilized extensively, and students
will receive and exchange links to these sources during the live online courses themselves
in a participatory spirit of intellectual inquiry. Active group exploration of the research tools
for image location and information will supplement the assigned images and readings and

stimulate independent student research.
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9 Delivery from Egypt Epstein, Marc Michael. Dreams of Subversion in
Medieval Jewish Art and Literature. University
Park: Pennsylvania State University, 1997: 16-38.
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