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 הלמידה    תוצרי/מטרות

This is an online English language course. An examination of Bible art as expressed in 

works of art made by Jews, for Jews, or about Jews in the Middle Ages, mostly in 

illuminated manuscripts. The textual background and the artistic means illustrating them 

will be examined and contemporary art history literature describing both general and 

specific Bible scenes will be discussed. After introductory material, the courses will follow 

the Biblical cycle. 

 

 

  ידע

Students will develop historical appreciation of the depiction of biblical scenes, 

recognition of the imaginary, fantastic, and grotesque. They will build awareness of 
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symbolic levels of meaning and iconography, with an emphasis on Biblical scenes and 

Medieval Jewish-Christian relations.  
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 מיומנויות  

Students will engage directly with images of Medieval Jewish Art and analysis of them. 

They will analyze them in the context of previous art from antiquity, contemporary 

Medieval Christian Art, subsequent Jewish art, and textual sources, including Bible and 

Midrash. 

 

   תכנון מהלך השיעורים  -  למידה פעילה  

Online image libraries and iconographic databases will be utilized extensively, and students 

will receive and exchange links to these sources during the live online courses themselves 

in a participatory spirit of intellectual inquiry. Active group exploration of the research tools 

for image location and information will supplement the assigned images and readings and 

stimulate independent student research . 

 

 
Class # Topic Reading Notes 

1 Introduction to Medieval 
Jewish Bible Art and the 
Passover Haggadah 

McKendrick, Scot, and Kathleen Doyle. The Art of 
the Bible: Illuminated Manuscripts from the 
Medieval World. Compact edition. London: 
Thames & Hudson, 2023 (excerpts). 

 

2 Creation of the World Sed-Rajna, Gabrielle. The Hebrew Bible in 
Medieval Illuminated Manuscripts. New York: 
Rizzoli, 1987 (excerpts). 

 

3 Adam and Eve Ginzberg, Louis. The Legends of the Jews. 7 vols. 
Philadephia: JPS, 1909  (excerpts). 

 

4 Cain, the first Wandering Jew Mellinkoff, Ruth. The Mark of Cain. University of 
California Press, 1981 (excerpts).  

 

5 Noah and the Flood Kogman-Appel, Katrin. “Bible Illustration and the 
Jewish Tradition.” In Imaging the Early Medieval 
Bible, edited by John Williams, 61–96. Penn State 
Series in the History of the Book. University Park, 
Pa.: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2002 
(excerpts). 

 

6 Abraham, Isaac and the 
Binding 

Rajna, Gabrielle. The Hebrew Bible in Medieval 
Illuminated Manuscripts. New York: Rizzoli, 1987 
(excerpts). 

 

7 Jacob and Esau Jacobi, Leor. “On the Mighty Hand of the Lord: 
Medieval Falconry Intrudes upon the Biblical 
Narrative.” In Raptor on the Fist: Falconry, Its 
Imagery and Similar Motifs throughout the 
Millenia on a Global Scale, edited by Oliver 
Grimm, Karl-Heinz Gersmann, and Anne-Lise 
Tropato, 879–902. Kiel: Wachholtz Verlag, 2020 
(excerpts).. 

 

8 Joseph and Tempation Friedman, Mira M. “The Story of Joseph in Art.” 
Beit Mikra: Journal for the Study of the Bible and 
Its World 55, no. 1 (2010): 193–214. 
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9 Delivery from Egypt Epstein, Marc Michael. Dreams of Subversion in 
Medieval Jewish Art and Literature. University 
Park: Pennsylvania State University, 1997: 16–38. 

 

10 Kings and Prophets Cockerell, Sir Sydney Carlyle. Old Testament 
Miniatures: A Medieval Picture Book with 283 
Paintings from the Creation to the Story of David. 
G. Braziller, 1969 (excerpts). 

 

11 Queen Esther and the 
Megillah 

Sabar, Shalom. “A New Discovery: The Earliest 
Illustrated Esther Scroll by Shalom Italia.” Ars 
Judaica 8 (2012): 119–36. 

 

12 Ruth, Job and other Writings Shalev-Eyni, Sarit. “In the Days of the Barley 
Harvest: The Iconography of Ruth.” Artibus et 
Historiae 26, no. 51 (2005): 37–57.  

 

13 Conclusions and Review   
 

 

 

     ציון סופי

 

 

 הקורס דרישות 

 קריאת חובה

 השתתפות פעילה

 מטלות כתיבה 

 

 דרישות קדם  

 אין

 

  

 משקל בציון הסופי  תיאור התוצר 

 ציון הסופי מה %10  השתתפות פעילה

 מהציון הסופי  %20  )תהליכית( מטלת כתיבה 

 מהציון הסופי  %70  מטלת כתיבה )מסכמת( 

 שם הקורס  מס' הקורס 
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